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ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN GEOSCIENTISTS 

MINORITY GEOSCIENCE SCHOLARSHIP


This scholarship program encourages minority women to pursue an education, and later a career, in the geosciences.  Specifically, it provides up to $6,000 in awards each year to undergraduate students and matches them with AWG mentors in their fields.  Awards also include a one year membership in AWG, the world’s largest organization for women geoscientists.  Students can develop close relationships with their mentors, contacting them to discuss ideas, get advice, or learn about career paths.  Any applicant may request an AWG mentor, even if she does not receive a scholarship.

If you are enrolled, or enrolling, in an earth-science education or geoscience degree program and would like to apply for a scholarship, please review the qualifications and procedures outlined on the Application Form.  All application materials must be received at AWG headquarters by June 30.  Late applications will not be accepted.  Any questions may be sent to minorityscholarship@awg.org.  Please mail the completed application materials to:

Association for Women Geoscientists
Attn. Minority Scholarship
12000 N. Washington St., Suite 285 
Thorton, Colorado 80241
Winner(s) will be notified in August and the award(s) will be distributed in early fall, to coincide with the beginning of the school year.
QUALIFICATIONS

A. Applicants must be women who can prove that they are United States citizens (including the United States territories) and belong to one of these under-represented ethnic minorities;  Black, Hispanic, or Native American (including American Indian, Eskimo, Hawaiian, or Samoan). 

B. Financial support is for full-time students who are enrolling, or are already enrolled, in an accredited institution as undergraduates in a degree-granting program (a student who has completed coursework at a community college and intends to transfer to a 4-year college or university with a geoscience program is also eligible for this award); they must also be majoring in a geoscience field such as geology, geophysics, geochemistry, hydrology, meteorology, physical oceanography, planetary geology, or earth-science education.  This program does not support students in other natural sciences, mathematics, engineering, or land-use planning.  

C. High school seniors may apply, but if they are selected to receive a scholarship, the funds will not be sent until AWG receives proof of enrollment in an appropriate university program, such as a letter from the student's academic advisor or a course schedule.

D. Prior recipients of AWG Minority Geoscience Scholarships may reapply for continuing support during each of their undergraduate years.  

APPLICATION PROCEDURES 

A. AWG must receive the following materials by June 30: 

· Signed and completed application form (it must be typewritten)

· Unofficial original transcripts for all high schools and colleges or universities attended (if you are a high school senior, you must submit official high school transcripts) 

· Unofficial copies of SAT or ACT scores

· Two letters of recommendation from faculty members at the school that you are attending when you apply, including one from your primary advisor or high school counselor, and another from a geoscience professor or earth science teacher.  If your high school does not have an earth science teacher, you may substitute a letter from the chairman of the school’s science department.

· If you will be an entering freshmen and your institution will not allow you to declare a major until your sophomore year, you must also submit a letter signed by your academic advisor which states that you plan to major in the geosciences or earth-science education.

B. Renewal applications must include a completed application form, transcript(s) from your undergraduate institution(s), and two letters of recommendation (at least one from a person who did not provide a letter for the previous application).  The new application’s "statement of purpose" should address your academic progress and plans.  NOTE:  Continuing support is contingent upon a student’s academic progress and will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 

C. All letters of recommendation should be sent directly to the AWG address above.

The applicant is responsible for ensuring that all application materials are submitted by the deadline.  If you include a self-addressed postcard with your application form, it will be returned to you when all of your application materials have been received.

By signing here, you state that you have read and understand these guidelines.

Application Date 


Scholarship for Academic Year 




Signature




















1.  PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Name 











 

(last)                                  (first)                                       (m.i.) 

Birthdate 




              

Permanent Address 

Phone (     
)



       E-mail 





School Address

Phone  (     
)



       E-mail 





Social Security Number 





*Ethnic Group (circle one):   African-American     Hispanic    Native American 
(*you may be asked to verify this information) 

2. EDUCATION 

Current academic status (circle those that apply): High School   or 
College/University

Freshman      
Sophomore     
Junior     
Senior      
Grad Student   

High School (name & address)




 


















What was your class rank? _________ out of _______ or percentile _________% 

High School honors or awards (you may attach a separate page in either list or resume form):

















	College/University Attended
	Department
	Dates Enrolled
	Degree Sought
	Overall GPA
	Math/Science GPA
	Graduation Date

	First 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Second 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Third 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


College Test Scores:  ACT

SAT

GRE


 

(Enclose copies or have testing agency send directly; unofficial copies will be accepted) 

College Honors or Awards (you may attach a separate page in either list or resume form): 
























Extracurricular Activities (please attach a separate page in either list or resume form): 





























3. WORK EXPERIENCE  (List most recent first, including volunteer work.  You may continue on a separate page or substitute a resume.) 

Employer and location 











Duties 












Dates employed 










Employer and location 











Duties 












Dates employed 










Employer and location 











Duties 












Dates employed 










Employer and location 











Duties 












Dates employed 










4. PERSONAL STATEMENT 
In 500 words or less, explain why you have chosen to major in the geosciences and describe your career goals.  Your statement may be typed in the space below or on a separate sheet. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


  
  
  


  
  


5.  Letters of Recommendation have been requested from: 

    Name                      Mailing Address                              Phone           

E-Mail

1. 








































2. 








































6. AFFIDAVIT 

I hereby certify that I am an African-American, Native American*, or Hispanic United States Citizen. I certify that this application contains no misrepresentations or falsification, and that the information given by me is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. I understand that any false statements made herein will void this application and would make me ineligible for financial support from the Association for Women Geoscientists. 
* Eligible Native Americans include American Indian, Eskimo, Hawaiian, and Samoan. 

SIGNATURE















Applicant







Date

SIGNATURE















Witness







Date

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

Applicant’s Name:












High School/University Attending:








Is student a full-time student?  

Yes 

No

Applicant:  This form should be completed by a professor or educator who knows you well and can evaluate your academic ability and potential.  Allow enough time for the recommender to complete the recommendation and send it to AWG headquarters by June 30 (i.e. it must be at headquarters on the 30th).  Please provide an addressed, stamped envelope for the person submitting your recommendation.

To the recommender: Please describe the candidate’s strengths, whether in academic achievement, intellectual abilities, leadership, or character.  Comment on any other characteristics that would be important for the reviewing committee to consider.  Support your statement with reference to your personal experience with the applicant.  Please address any circumstances that would cause the student’s academic record not to reflect his/her capabilities. Your assistance in this task is appreciated!  Please be prompt in submittal of this recommendation, as late recommendations cannot be accepted.  This section should be submitted on school/department letterhead and attached to this form.
Please rate this student in relation to the students that you know who have attended the same institution (please circle).  

· Below Average (lowest 40%)

· Average (middle 20%)

· Somewhat above average (next 15%)


· Good (next highest 15%)

· Very good - outstanding - truly exceptional (highest 10%)

· Inadequate opportunity to observe
Recommender’s Name:  










Position or Title:




Institution:





Mailing Address:











Phone Number:




Email Address:




Date:


Signature:










*Please place this in a sealed envelope and sign the seal to indicate that the recommendation is authentic. 
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